@ongress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

October 29, 2013

The Honorable Michael P. Huerta
Administrator

Federal Aviation Administration
800 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20591

Dear Administrator Huerta:

We are writing to request that the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) release its
schedule for completing the next steps identified in the FAA’s Report on the Los Angeles
Helicopter Noise Initiative, published in May.

As you know, the FAA committed in the Report to “undertake and support the following
actions:”

1. Evaluate existing helicopter routes to identify feasible modifications that could lessen
impact on residential areas and noise-sensitive landmarks.

2. Analyze whether helicopters could safely fly at higher altitudes in certain areas along
helicopter routes and at specific identified areas of concern.

3. Develop and promote best practices for helicopter hovering and electronic news
gathering.

4. Conduct outreach to helicopter pilots to increase awareness of noise-sensitive areas and

events.

Explore a more comprehensive noise complaint system.

6. Continue the collaborative engagement between community representatives and
helicopter operators, with interaction with the FAA.
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Although nearly five months have passed since the FAA made these commitments, we
are concerned that we have not yet seen measurable progress implementing the steps specified in
the report. We understand FAA officials recently attended a collaborative meeting in Los
Angeles between community representatives and helicopter operators, and have upcoming
meetings planned. We are pleased to see this ongoing dialogue. However, moving forward, we
believe that it is critical for the FAA to develop and release to all stakeholders a schedule to
complete the six steps outlined in the Report on the Los Angeles Helicopter Noise Initiative.
Having a clear process for how and when the FAA will complete the report’s next steps will
greatly benefit the efforts to develop safe guidelines that reduce helicopter noise.

We ask the FAA to provide us with an update on its progress to date and a detailed
schedule for completing actions specified in the report by the end of November, which marks the
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six month anniversary of the report’s release. Thank you for your close attention to this issue. If
you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.

DIANNE FEINSTEIN
United States Senator

{
ADAM B. SCHIFF
Member of Congress
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BRAD SHERMAN
Member of Congress
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JANICE HAHN
Member of Congress
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ALAN LOWENTHAL
Member of Congress

BARBARA BOXER
United States Senator

ENRY WAXMA!
Member of Congress
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KAREN BASS
Member of Congress
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TONY/CARDENAS
Member of Congress



